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Booking Tips 
 
The calendar in general: the Central Coast is way less busy on weekends that 
straddle three day weekends. Same goes for festival weekends- the crush of the crowd 
is happily missing on the weekends either before or after wine festivals. Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays are typically the closed for R&R, days off for small wineries. August up to 
Thanksgiving, i.e. harvest season are our busiest months. 
 

1. Open all the booking apps for the stops you want to make in one day. Four stops 
are the typical number of wineries folks hit, plus any more tends to be too much 
of a good thing, or you’ll be rushing to make all the stops, and may run out of 
clock. 

2. Most tastings are seated these days, and a regular tasting can run around an 
hour and 15 minutes when time is allocated to the visit to include purchasing 
wine. Higher end, more exclusive tastings can easily run 90 minutes or more. 

3. Start with the winery offering the latest appointment time of the bunch, which 
makes sense for your orbit, as your last stop and work towards the first stop. 

4. Use Google Maps to estimate travel time between stops, again moving with last 
appointment as you go towards first stop of the day. 

5. If you bump up against an incongruent time block you’re forced to book, that 
won’t land you on your best estimated ETA, take the later of the two (as you may 
happen to find on apps that only book on the hour or half hour) plan on showing 
up a little early vs. trying to be on time with the sooner time offered, and end up 
rushing to stay on track with the itinerary timeline. 

6. It’s always cool to show up a little early, vs being late. Keep your schedule on the 
loose side. 

7. If during the tour you get behind, it’s super, super important to call the winery and 
advise them of your status as far in advance as possible, so they can make 
arrangements to still be able to accommodate your late arrive. 

8. Being more than 15 minutes late is mega no bueno, and may cause your 
reservation to be cancelled. 

9. Showing up really late, especially to your last stop of the day if booked on the last 
appointment window, will cause the server to omit any bonus pours they have 
been offering, or they may just skip over something on the tasting menu, so you’ll 
be walking out the door when they’re starting to fold their tent up for the day.  

10. Use a three star grading system as you taste to expedite purchasing wine when 
the tasting’s done: 1 star OK to 3 stars stellar, etc. 


